Source of material
Thec ompoundw as obtained commercially (Aldrich). Crystals suitable for the X-ray diffraction study were taken directly from the provided batch and mounted as quickly as possible to account for the low melting point as well as the hydrophilicity of the compound.
Experimental details
Hydrogen atomsbound to aromatic carbon atomswere placed in calculated positions with d(C-H) =0.95 Åand were included in the refinement in the riding model approximation with U(H) setto 1.2 U eq (C). The hydrogen atomso ft he methyl group were allowed to rotate with afixed angle around the C-C bond to best fit the experimental electron density (HFIX 137 [1] ).
Discussion
The coordination chemistry of picolyl oxides is vastly unexplored. To allow for comparative studies of bond lengths and angles in envisioned coordination compounds, we determined the molecular and crystal structure of the title compound. Structural analyses for other pyridine-derived N-oxides are apparent in the literature [2, 3] . The molecule shows non-crystallographic C s symmetry. The length of the N-O bond is in good agreement with other aromatic N-oxides whose crystal structural data has been deposited with the Cambridge Structural Database [4] . In the crystal structure, C-H×××Ocontacts whose range falls by 0.3 Å below thes um of van-der-Waals radii are present. These stem from thehydrogenatominortho-positiontothe intracyclicnitrogen atom and give rise to the formation of centrosymmetric dimers. In terms of graph-set analysis [5, 6] , the descriptor for thesec ontactsi sR 2 2 8 ()on the unitary level. Thel ack of further pronounced intermolecular contacts is in good agreement with the low melting point of the title compound. p-Stacking is not a prominent feature in the crystal structure, with the shortest intercentroid distance between two aromatic systems found at 4.921(1) Å. 
